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Purpose of checklist:
 
Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization or compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental impact statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal.
 
Instructions for applicants:
 
This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please answer each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge.  You may need to consult with an agency specialist or private consultant for some questions.  You may use “not applicable” or "does not apply" only when you can explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown.  You may also attach or incorporate by reference additional studies reports.  Complete and accurate answers to these questions often avoid delays with the SEPA process as well as later in the decision-making process.
 
The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of time or on different parcels of land.  Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal or its environmental effects.  The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your answers or provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant adverse impact.
 
Instructions for Lead Agencies:
Please adjust the format of this template as needed.  Additional information may be necessary to evaluate the existing environment, all interrelated aspects of the proposal and an analysis of adverse impacts.  The checklist is considered the first but not necessarily the only source of information needed to make an adequate threshold determination.  Once a threshold determination is made, the lead agency is responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents.
 
Use of checklist for nonproject proposals: [help]
 
For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable parts of sections A and B plus the supplemental sheet for nonproject actions (part D).  Please completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project," "applicant," and "property or site" should be read as "proposal," "proponent," and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements  -that do not contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal.
 
 
A.  BACKGROUND [help]
[help]
B.  ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS [help] 
 1.          Earth
 
a.  General description of the site [help] 
 
(check one): 
2. Air
 
a.  Surface Water: [help]
 
3.  Water
 
b.  Ground Water: 
 
c.  Water runoff (including stormwater):
 
a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site: 
4.  Plants [help]
 
5.  Animals
 
a.  List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known to be on or near the site. Examples include: [help]  
                   birds:  hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:                
                   mammals:  deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:                
                   fish:  bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other 
6.  Energy and natural resources
 
7.  Environmental health
 
b.  Noise
 
8.  Land and shoreline use
 
9.  Housing
 
10.  Aesthetics
 
11.  Light and glare
 
12.  Recreation
 
13.  Historic and cultural preservation
 
14.  Transportation
 
15.  Public services
16.  Utilities
 
a.   Check utilities currently available at the site:  [help]
 
 C.  Signature [help]
 
The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the lead agency is relying on them to make its decision.
 
Land Use Planner, Department of Construction and Inspections
D.  Supplemental sheet for nonproject actions [help]
 
(IT IS NOT NECESSARY to use this sheet for project actions)
 
Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction with the list of the elements of the environment.
 
When answering these questions, be aware of the extent the proposal, or the types of activities likely to result from the proposal, would affect the item at a greater intensity or at a faster rate than if the proposal were not implemented.  Respond briefly and in general terms.
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